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Dear Queen of Apostles Catholic School Families: 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas holiday and enjoyed the precious family time.  The Yates 
family was all together – we spent Christmas in North Carolina at my son’s home.  The baby is talking quite 
a bit (I know, she is brilliant) and together she and I made up a dance routine (we call it the Barnyard 
Dance!).  Well, now she has to call me several times a day to do the Barnyard Dance so if you are in the 
office and hear me on the phone singing “strut like a duck, bounce like a bunny…”, know that I am talking 
to my granddaughter and haven’t gone completely off the deep end!  

Lots of important and fun activities are on the calendar for the months of January and February.  We 
have a few days off in January – the usual Federal holiday in observance of Martin Luther King, and also 
this year the Diocese scheduled a diocesan-wide teacher workday so there will be no school on that day 
(January 25th). There is no Extended Day on either of these days. 

 I have added an early dismissal day on January 22nd (there will be Extended Day) – this is the March 
for Life and I want to make sure that families can attend the March or attend prayer services together.  
Also, many of our teachers would like to attend the March.  There will be two busses leaving from Queen 
of Apostles - an early bus and a bus at 11:30 so please let the parish office know if you are planning on 
using the transportation.  Of course, it is an excused absence for any child who attends the March. The end 
of January (beginning January 31st) is Catholic Schools Week.  I have included, in the Friday Folder 
packet, a schedule so you can mark your calendars and be able to participate in the activities.   

Also, very, very, very important:  the Auction is Saturday, February 6th – so circle that date on your 
calendar with a bright red marker!!  This is going to be an amazing evening – I know by seeing the amount 
of time and effort that is being put forth by the few brave, hardy souls that comprise the Auction 
Committee.   The theme is Masquerade and I am sure that the decorations will be amazing and the gym 
will be transformed.  The opportunity to enjoy the delicious food (and the menu sounds incredible this 
year), soak in the ambience, and enjoy each other’s company make this a magical evening. There are 
always some great items to bid on – Last year I got a beautiful wooden rocking horse for my granddaughter 
(how did you guess!) and she loves it!!  

The business part of all of this is that it is the PTO’s largest fund-raiser.  The monies raised go directly 
to benefit your children by enhancing the academic environment.  Please call the committee (see our web 
site for contact information) to see how you can help.  Also, there is one crucial area that we really need 
your help – we need more items for bidding so we need all of you to donate services, merchandise, gift 
cards, etc.    

I would like to give you an example of the dedication of our teachers.  This morning, with the icy 
conditions and the bitter cold, I did not want the patrols to be outside.  I asked for some teachers to come 
out to help Mr. Pelzcar and myself – and within moments every teacher was outside braving the cold to 
open car doors and help the children up the hill.  We are so blessed to have such a loving and caring faculty 
and staff. Also, I want to thank the parents who contributed so generously to the faculty/staff fund.  I 
divided the monies collected amongst the entire faculty and staff so Christmas cheer was spread throughout 
the school. Each faculty and staff member asked me to express their gratitude and to tell you how much 
they appreciate the support you show them. 

 

 



 

 

 

I also want to welcome our new families – we had four new students join our community this week (a 
kindergartner, a first grader, a third grader, and a fifth grader).  I do not publish children’s names in material 
that is in the public arena, so ask your children the names of their new classmates and give a hearty 
welcome to the wonderful parents when you see them. 

This is truly a wonderful school – thanks to our pastor and priests, our teachers, staff, and especially 
our terrific families. 

 

 

 

  God bless, 

 

   

Joanne Yates 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme this year is: Catholic Schools:  Dividends for Life;  
      

 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2010 
 
    
                                                                         
Sunday 
1/31/10 
12:00 Mass – Children’s Choir will sing at Mass – If your child wears his/her Friday uniform to 
Mass he/she may receive a dress-down pass. 
                                                                         
Monday 
2/1/10 Student Appreciation Day – students may wear dress-down clothes – must dress 
appropriately (see handbook for dress-down day policy) ;  No homework 
________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 
Tuesday 
2/2/09 
Teacher Appreciation Day – PTO supplies lunch for the teachers; teachers may “dress down” 
– your room parent will be contacting you on ways you can help 
                                                                         
Wednesday 
2/3/09 
Volunteer and Helpers Appreciation Day – come in after you leave your child off in the 
morning and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and a treat.  If you can stay, we will be having a very 
special assembly at about 8:45 to honor our penultimate volunteer – Miss Margaret Peiffer – it is 
a surprise so don’t say anything to her! 
          
Thursday 
2/4/09 
Open House – new parents invited to visit school in the morning; parents have lunch with 
students 
Fun Day = parent/student basketball game in the afternoon - You really should take this day 
off!!!  Come have lunch with your child and stay to play some basketball (or at least cheer for the 
teams). 
                                                                         
Friday 
2/5/09 
Spirituality Day 
Mass; gather for rosary; cards for seminarians; visits by sisters and/or priests – join us for 
Mass if you are able 
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AUCTION DONATIONS: WE NEED YOU!  The Auction Committee has gathered many exciting 
donations, but the more items we auction off, the more money we can raise for our school.  Take a 
moment to consider how you can contribute – only one donation from each family will make the 
Auction an outstanding success!  Can you regift a Christmas present that someone else might like more 
than you?  Can you donate the fruits of your talent – by cooking a meal, hosting an outing, giving a 
lesson, providing expert advice, or creating something beautiful or useful?  Can you request a donation 
of goods, services, or dollars from the place where you work or a place where you shop?  Would your 
friends and family say yes to any of these questions? (It can’t hurt to ask!!) 

If you haven’t already, be sure to mark on your new 2010 calendar that Saturday evening, February 6, 
is booked – it will be a fabulous, fun�rfilled evening as parents, faculty, and supporters come together to 
enjoy each other’s company and raise funds for our school.  If you have questions, ideas, or a donation, 
contact Flavia Sampaio at fsampaio@aol.com or Cristina Crowley at cristinacrowley@hotmail.com. 
 

PTO GENERAL MEETING:  The second PTO General Meeting will be held Thursday, January 21, 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  We’ll review the PTO’s activities and budget, and a ticket to the Masquerade 
Auction and Gala will be raffled off.  Please plan on attending!  Activities will be available for kids in 
Grades K–5.  The class with the most parents in attendance will win a dress�rdown day. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Box Tops and Soup Labels 
Congratulations to the 1st and 7th graders! They have won a dress�rdown day for their participation. 
Many thanks to coordinators Marina Cook (Box Tops) and Marlene Wilson (Soup Labels) for their 
good work! 

 

The PTO Board extends their best wishes to you all for a 

HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR! 
Let’s work together to make this year a great year for the students. Contact a Board member 

to get involved; contact information is at the bottom of this page. 
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FRIDAY PIZZA ORDERS DUE:  The first session of Pizza Fridays ends January 29.  If you wish your 
child to continue participating in Pizza Fridays beginning February 1, you must return the order form (in 
this week’s Friday Folder) with payment by January 22. Stand by for information about ordering Hot 
Lunch beginning February 1 – a new, online ordering system is on its way. 
 

UNIFORM EXCHANGE:  The next Uniform Exchange – where used uniform items are available for sale 
or exchange – will take place Sunday, January 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Hannan Hall.  To 
donate items, drop them by the school office in advance, marked for the Uniform Exchange.  
Coordinators Cenia Bonilla and Danielle Murphy can be contacted at colochaza@yahoo.com. 
 

Dates to Remember 
January 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No school 
January 21  PTO General Meeting 
January 25  Professional Day for teachers – No school 


