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January 21, 2010 

Dear Queen of Apostles Families, 

During the course of this week we have been praying for the people of Haiti.  Our Friday holy Mass 
collections are being sent to Catholic Relief Services and we will be looking at a service project here at 
school to raise additional funds.  Also, we have been praying that all people recognize the sanctity and 
dignity of all human life at all stages.   

Miss Killion, Mrs. Arias, and I set up a “Parent Resource Center” in the library this summer.  I had 
mentioned it in one of my early letters, but the beginning of the year brings a deluge of information so I 
wanted to mention again that we have some terrific books and resources available for you to check out of 
the library.  A couple of samples:  Setting Limits:  How to Raise Responsible, Independent Children by 
Providing CLEAR Boundaries (where was that book when my children were young?!!); Emotionally 
Intelligent Parenting:  How to Raise Self-Disciplined, Responsible Socially-Skilled Children (wow!).  
Both of these books are very “reader-friendly” with lots of practical advice and ideas.  Please stop by and I 
will gladly lend you a book or video.  I am looking to add more titles so if you know of a book that you 
think would be a good addition as a parent resource, please let me know. 

I am really looking forward to Catholic Schools Week – we are ushering the week in with one of those 
amazing pancake breakfasts, our Children’s Choir singing at the 12:00 Mass, and students acting as greeters 
and gift-bearers.  Then there are a plethora of fun activities during the week.  The week is ending with our 
Gala – and the items to be bid on are amazing.  This year we have a lot of fun activities (I know I am not 
giving away a secret if I tell you that one item is my husband smoking ribs for six people as well as 
preparing the rest of the dinner.  His ribs are renowned!)  Please get your tickets soon and come prepared to 
have a great time. 

I shall be sending out re-enrollment forms soon.  I have had several new families filling out 
applications for next year – across the grade levels.  Many of them have told me that they have heard such 
wonderful things about our school!  The positive feeling is because of all of you and our terrific children.  
My son mentioned to me the other day that he could tell that I was really loved this school – and he is so 
right!! 

This is going to be a short (and, hopefully, sweet) letter as I am getting ready to go to the PTO general 
meeting.  I hope to see many of you there – I know how busy we all are but it is good to keep informed 
about the “goings-on” of the PTO, the school, and also to get a chance to visit with each other. 

God bless,  

 

Joanne Yates 

  



Principal: Mrs. Yates  j.yates@queenofapostlesschool.org • Pastor: Father Vander Woude 
President: Gladis Griffith  ggriffith@uspsoig.gov • Vice President: Nina Russell  nina_russell@verizon.net 
Treasurer: Allie Bernardo  allie.bernardo@bipc.com • Secretary: Shannon Hines  shanrhines@excite.com 
Members‐at‐Large: Paige Fashanu  PFashanu@VCBOnline.com • Kyle Wright  Wright.Kyle@verizon.net 

Publicity: Hyde Loomis  khydeloomis@gmail.com • Teacher Representative: Kathy Littlefield  k.littlefield@queenofapostlesschool.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

January 22, 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ONLINE ORDERING FROM SCHOOLHOUSE GRILL: DEADLINE TODAY!  The first hot lunch session 
ends January 29.  If you wish your child to receive hot lunch Monday through Thursday beginning 
February 1, you must order by Friday, January 22, through Schoolhouse Grill’s online ordering system.  
See the flyer in last week’s Friday Folder for more information. 
 

FRIDAY PIZZA ORDERS DUE TODAY!  The first session of Pizza Fridays ends January 29.  If you wish 
your child to continue participating in Pizza Fridays beginning February 1, you must return the order 
form (in the January 8 Friday Folder) with payment by Friday, January 22.  Contact Cristina Crowley at 
cristinacrowley@hotmail.com with any questions. 
 

UNIFORM EXCHANGE:  The next Uniform Exchange – where used uniform items are available for sale 
or exchange – will take place this Sunday, January 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Hannan Hall.  To 
donate items, drop them by the school office in advance, marked for the Uniform Exchange.  
Coordinators Cenia Bonilla and Danielle Murphy can be contacted at colochaza@yahoo.com. 
 

BUY YOUR AUCTION RAFFLE TICKETS IN ADVANCE!  Raffle tickets are on sale! We have two 
special raffles this year: 
 

• Best of Live:  The winner of this raffle receives his or her choice from among the many 
exciting live auction items.  The drawing is held just before the live auction begins, and 
the winner’s choice is withdrawn from the live auction and delivered to the winner.  
Only 50 tickets will be sold at $100.  (Attendance at the event is not required.) 

• Pearls in Champagne:  During the Silent Auction, you can purchase a champagne glass 
for $25 and receive champagne refills at no charge during the entire evening. Those who 
purchase glasses will be entered into a drawing to receive diamond jewelry. 

 

For more information on raffle tickets, contact Allie Bernardo at allie.bernardo@bipc.com. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Thank You 
Many thanks to Cristina Crowley for heading the hot lunch program, as well as to Gladis Griffith, Allie 
Bernardo, and Rafah Masri for their contributions to the program.  A lot goes on behind the scenes 
to bring our children a hot, nutritious lunch five days a week, and we appreciate their efforts. 
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BEER & WINE DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE AUCTION:  We need beer and wine donations for 
the upcoming Masquerade Auction and Gala.  Our goal is to keep expenses to an absolute minimum so 
that every dollar earned goes to our school!  Please consider donating a case of beer or wine in 
exchange for service hours.  Contact Flavia Sampaio at fsampaio@aol.com for more information. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  The PTO is happy to bring you the second Pancake Breakfast of the school 
year on Sunday, January 31, after the 9:00 and 10:30 masses.  It will be a great kickoff to Catholic 
Schools Week!  Volunteers are needed to help set up on Saturday evening, January 30, and to cook 
pancakes and clean up on Sunday morning.  Please contact Carolyn Fanning at ckley@aol.com if you 
can help.  All students in the following classes are needed, dressed in their uniforms, to serve pancakes 
and sausages to our fellow Q of A parishioners: 
   2nd Grade:  arrive at 9:45 a.m. 
   5th Grade:  arrive at 11:15 a.m. 
 

EAGLES BASKETBALL:  This weekend, the 5th grade boys will play Blessed Sacrament (away) on 
Sunday at 1:40. Go, Eagles!! 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK WILL BE HERE SOON:  Have you marked the Catholic Schools Week 
events (January 31 to February 5) on your calendar? See the flyer in the January 8 Friday Folder for a 
list of events, and plan to attend! 
 

SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED:  Consider volunteering to be a judge for the middle school science 
fair on Thursday, February 25, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This is a fun and stimulating event that 
enhances the science program.  A science or mathematics background is preferred.  Parents of 
students in Grades K through 5 may serve as judges, as can friends, colleagues, or relatives.  If 
interested, please contact Kathy Littlefield, Science Fair Coordinator, at (703) 354‐0714 or 
k.littlefield@queenofapostlesschool.org. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR NEXT FALL:  A volunteer is needed to run the giftwrap 
fundraiser in Fall 2010.  This is a great chance to make a major contribution to our school!  If you are 
interested, please contact Nina Russell at nina_russell@verizon.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP FOR HAITI:  Please continue to keep the people of Haiti in your prayers. 
• Catholic Relief Services interview on the disaster: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐

dyn/content/discussion/2010/01/13/DI2010011301099.html?wpisrc=nl_pmheadline 
• State Department site on relief to Haiti: http://www.state.gov. 

 

Dates to Remember 
January 25  Professional Day for teachers – No school 
February 1‐5  Catholic Schools Week 
February 15  Presidents Day – No school 



 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE  (Please add amounts in all boxes and place total here): ________ 

Checks should be made payable to “Queen of Apostles PTO” 

 

 
If you have any questions regarding this Order Form,  

please call Allie Bernardo at (703)624-4645  


