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Dear Queen of Apostles Families, 

 IMPORTANT, FUN, EXCITING, AMAZING!!!!  These are adjectives to describe the activities 
planned for Catholic Schools Week and also to describe the magical evening known as the Gala.  Clear your 
calendars – starting this Sunday when you can come for breakfast (after the 9:00 and 10:30 Masses) and eat 
lots of pancakes (and you don’t have to wash dishes!).    Monday your children will spend the day being 
appreciated (for Student Appreciation Day) so they may wear “dress-down clothes (see the handbook and 
the form you signed for dress-down parameters).  Tuesday we will be appreciating the teachers – the PTO 
is supplying lunch (thank you in advance – I know it will be wonderful!).  Wednesday we get to appreciate 
all of you wonderful volunteers – come have a cup of coffee and a treat after carline so I can tell you how 
terrific you are.  Thursday is OPEN HOUSE – I will be showing off our school to parents who are 
interested in an excellent education for their children; also you are invited to have lunch with your child.  
Friday we will be ending the week on the note that reminds us why we are really here – join us for Mass 
and the Rosary.  The basketball game (faculty versus eighth grade) is postponed until February (I am 
planning a Spirit Week in February to celebrate our school spirit. 

 The Gala is the grand finale to Catholic Schools Week – as you know it is February 6th.  Tickets are 
now available so please make sure you have your reservation.  The event is going to be phenomenal!  The 
items available to be bid on are the best I have ever seen.  The menu sounds outstanding.  The hard work of 
the auction committee is evident as I see the plans unfolding.  Just so you are aware – this dedicated group 
of men and women have been working hours upon hours already (taking time from their families and jobs) 
so the least the rest of us should do is support the event.   

 Re-enrollment packets are being sent home today – I am hoping to see all of you return next year.  
As I have said – “education – important; Catholic School education – priceless”.  I might just add:  Queen 
of Apostles Catholic School education – really, really priceless!!! 

 As you are well aware, report card time is here again.  I want to get on my soapbox for a few 
minutes and talk (I will try not to be preachy) a bit about grades (riveting subject that it is).  The students 
earn the grades – teachers do not give grades is the first and foremost important point.  I have parents tell 
me “the teacher is giving my child a “C” and the test that I saw was a 90 %.”   First of all, the teachers, as I 
just said, do not give the grades – the “C” was based on homework, class work, quizzes, and other tests.  
Our darling children may “forget” to show us the papers that are returned with low grades nor do they 
usually confess the lack of homework being done.  I am speaking from experience, not as an educator, but 
mom-to-mom/dad.  We constantly battle with how to motivate our child and encourage responsibility, good 
study skills, and independence while keeping alive a love for learning (the complexity of parenting!).  Sorry 
to say but I really do not have an easy answer or a “quick fix” solution.  I do know some things that are 
counterproductive to the ultimate goal – blaming the teacher or allowing the student to blame the teacher is 
number one (she doesn’t explain the work; I never know what he wants us to do)…I have to tell you that I 
look at every grade at report card time and if most of the students are able to do the work, it is certainly not 
that the teacher is not explaining!  When we give our child a loophole, they will not learn an important 
lesson for success in life – if we work hard we will be successful, and if we do not work we cannot blame 
anyone else for our failures or shortcomings.  If we constantly make excuses for them, they will have 
trouble functioning in the college and work environment.   



 

 The first obstacle to academic success is lack of organization – help your child establish an 
organizational routine that meets his or her needs and temperament.  Some students can color-code (files, 
book covers, binders – each subject a different color!  That would be my daughter!!!).  Other students need 
the simplest routine possible – an accordion folder with each subject marked and all papers in that section.  
(That would be my sons!!!).   

 The second obstacle is lack of responsibility – it is the child’s responsibility to get his or her 
assignments, make sure the work is done, and make sure it is handed in on time.  (That doesn’t mean we 
haven’t all, at least once, had to turn the car around and bring that special project to the office that our sweet 
child left in the car – after we spent 37 hours and 2 months salary for supplies!!!  That would also be my 
sons!!!).    

 If you have questions or concerns, please go to your child’s teacher.  We are a team, and by 
working together we help the children receive an education that focuses on spiritual, academic, and social 
formation.  You are the best (I know I tell you that every week, but it is so true). 

      God bless,  

 

Joanne Yates 

  






