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January 15, 2010 
 
Dear Queen of Apostles Catholic School Families, 

 Today is my son’s birthday, although his celebration will have to wait until he returns from China.  
He is studying global economics with an emphasis on China and so he  took a month to travel and practice 
the language.   While I was talking with him on the phone, he emailed me a picture of the Forbidden City.  
It had been snowing (very unusual) and it was beautiful.  Our children are growing up in a time where 
communication is instant, no matter where you are in the world.  It really makes you wonder what the future 
holds!  I remember going to the World’s Fair in New York quite a few years ago and “phones of the future” 
(phones that could take pictures!) were on display; I remember thinking it was like a science fiction 
scenario!  Little did I think my own son would be calling me and sending me instant pictures from China – 
from his phone to mine!   

 The advances in technology are exciting but they open up new challenges for parents.  We need to 
be constantly vigilant for the safety of our children is at stake.  Obviously we talk to our children about the 
grave dangers of giving out personal information to anyone online.  We also have to be careful of some of 
the networking sites such as Face Book and My Space – there are some serious issues that can arise from 
these sites, including “friending” people they do not know, believing and responding to the data in 
“profiles”, and also the temptation to post some very inappropriate pictures.  There are age limits when a 
child is allowed to have an account on these sites so I recommend that you check and make sure your child 
is not using either of these sites or ones like them.  My daughter told me that these sites are especially 
dangerous as there is no protection – if you have an unprotected profile, everyone in the world can access 
your child’s information – pretty scary stuff!!   

 We have been praying for all the people in Haiti and for their families and friends in our 
community.  There really are no words that can express what everyone is feeling.  We are sending the 
collection from the Holy Mass today to the Catholic Relief fund.  I have included information in the Friday 
Folder as to where to send contributions.  The plea is for cash donations at this point and even a few dollars 
is a great help.  The need for medical supplies, food, and water is overwhelming.   

 A reminder:  Monday is a holiday (no Extended Day) and Friday of next week is an 11:30 dismissal 
(Extended Day available).  I urge all of our families to support the March for Life either by attending if you 
are able or by praying together as a family that all people come to understand that human life is precious at 
all stages – from conception to natural death. 

 Reminder:  the Auction is right around the corner.  You will be amazed, thrilled, delighted, and 
very excited about the items that will be available.  It is going to be the best gala ever!  I am really looking 
forward to a “grown up” evening – (which entails dressing up and having conversations that go beyond 
“tuck in your shirt, tie your shoes, and don’t run in the halls!!!”).  Make sure you buy your ticket – the price 
is unbeatable for a delicious meal, time with friends, and the opportunity to do some “shopping”.  I want to 
see all of you there – and invite family and friends to come along. 

 Great things are going on in the classrooms – right before Christmas break (which came a few days 
earlier than we expected!) the fifth grade presented “Christmas Around the World.”  The parents were 
invited to view the phenomenal projects (and enjoy tasty treats from many different cultures).  Our seventh 
and eighth grade students are being given the opportunity to participate in Math Counts.  This is a very 
highly regarded math contest which strengthens students’ problem-solving skills.  The children were 
delighted to be able to get outside for recess finally – and the teachers were just as delighted! 



 

 Again, I want to remind you to reserve your Auction ticket right away – contact Ms. Allie 
Bernardo, our terrific treasurer,  in order to do so.  There is a capacity limit for the gym and this year I want 
to reach that limit – so don’t get left out!! 

 Next week is the general PTO meeting.  Please plan on attending as it is a great way to keep 
informed about the wonderful things that are going on – and also a great chance to see ways that you can 
get involved.  There has been study after study correlating successful students to parental involvement. 

 Last but not least – mark your calendars for Catholic Schools Week.  The schedule was in last 
week’s Friday Folder.   

 As always, I thank you for the enormous support, kind words, and especially prayers.  You are the 
best! 

God bless, 

 

Joanne Yates 
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PTO GENERAL MEETING THIS THURSDAY:  The second PTO General Meeting will be held 
Thursday, January 21, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  We�ll review the PTO�s activities and budget, and a ticket 
to the Masquerade Auction and Gala will be raffled off.  Please plan on attending!  Activities will be 
available for kids in Grades K�5.  The class with the most parents in attendance will win a dress‐down 
day. 
 

ONLINE ORDERING FROM SCHOOLHOUSE GRILL IS UP AND RUNNING!  The first hot lunch 
session ends January 29.  If you wish your child to receive hot lunch Monday through Thursday 
beginning February 1, you must order by Friday, January 22, through Schoolhouse Grill�s online 
ordering system.  See the flyer in this week�s Friday Folder for more information. 
 

FRIDAY PIZZA ORDERS DUE:  The first session of Pizza Fridays ends January 29.  If you wish your 
child to continue participating in Pizza Fridays beginning February 1, you must return the order form (in 
the January 8 Friday Folder) with payment by Friday, January 22.  Contact Cristina Crowley at 
cristinacrowley@hotmail.com with any questions. 
 

AUCTION: STILL DESPERATELY SEEKING DONATIONS!  Have you had a chance to distribute 
letters requesting donations to our Auction?  The official letter for requesting donations, signed by our 
principal and pastor, and the acquisition form with prices for ads and our tax ID number are on the 
school website (the Auction link is on the home page).  Make copies, bring them to all the businesses 
you patronize, and ask if they can donate an item, service, or gift certificate.  Restaurants, nail salons, 
hairdressers, flower shops, gift shops, martial arts schools, and lots of other businesses donate to the 
community and would be pleased to donate to our auction.  Contact Flavia Sampaio at 
fsampaio@aol.com or Cristina Crowley at cristinacrowley@hotmail.com if you have a question or 
something to donate. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Has Your Contact Information Changed? 
Please let the school office know if your address, telephone number, or e‐mail address changes! Call 
Mrs. Fox at (703) 354‐0714, or send her an e‐mail at m.fox@queenofapostlesschool.com. 
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UNIFORM EXCHANGE:  The next Uniform Exchange � where used uniform items are available for sale 
or exchange � will take place Sunday, January 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Hannan Hall.  To 
donate items, drop them by the school office in advance, marked for the Uniform Exchange.  
Coordinators Cenia Bonilla and Danielle Murphy can be contacted at colochaza@yahoo.com. 
 

SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED:  Consider volunteering to be a judge for the middle school science 
fair on Thursday, February 25, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This is a fun and stimulating event that 
enhances the science program.  A science or mathematics background is preferred.  Parents of 
students in Grades K through 5 may serve as judges, as can friends, colleagues, or relatives.  If 
interested, please contact Kathy Littlefield, Science Fair Coordinator, at (703) 354‐0714 or 
k.littlefield@queenofapostlesschool.org. 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK:  Have you marked the Catholic Schools Week events (January 31 to 
February 5) on your calendar? See the flyer in the January 8 Friday Folder for a list of events, and plan 
to attend! 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR NEXT FALL:  A volunteer is needed to run the giftwrap 
fundraiser in Fall 2010.  This is a great chance to make a major contribution to our school!  If you are 
interested, please contact Nina Russell at nina_russell@verizon.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP FOR HAITI:  Please keep the people of Haiti in your prayers.  Did you know that 70+% of 
Haitians are Catholic?  The Archbishop of Haiti perished in the quake, which has devastated the 
capital of Haiti, Port‐au‐Prince.  Catholic Relief Services and the Red Cross are some of the lead 
charitable organizations on the ground in Haiti helping to restore food, water, and shelter to the 
more than 3 million people affected by this earthquake.  Both of these organizations would 
appreciate your support; here is more information on how you can help: See the Catholic Relief 
Services interview on the disaster at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐
dyn/content/discussion/2010/01/13/DI2010011301099.html?wpisrc=nl_pmheadline and the 
State Department site on relief to Haiti at http://www.state.gov. 

 

Dates to Remember 
January 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Day � No school 
January 21  PTO General Meeting 
January 22  11:30 dismissal (Extended Day available) 
January 25  Professional Day for teachers � No school 


