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Dear Queen of Apostles Catholic School Families: 

This has been a wonderful week!  We have been enjoying Spirit Week – a whole week of 
celebrating our amazing, terrific, wonderful school.  I would love to share some of the highlights:  
an assembly in which all the students cheered for their school (“We are the eagles, the mighty, 
mighty eagles”) – the kindergartners performed just about the most adorable cheer that I have ever 
seen; we had “dress in your favorite decade (I thought about this after the fact – that our 12 and 13 
year olds do not really have lots of experience with different decades!); also, Wacky Tacky day 
was a huge hit – wait till you see the pictures (I am going to post a big collage of this week’s 
pictures in the foyer of the school).  I told the students that they looked really tacky and that this 
was the one day that was actually a compliment!  The 8th grade vs. faculty/parents game was a 
blast – talk about “rocking the house” with the cheering.  I am not sure who won but Father 
Vander Woude did a great job refereeing – and, surprise, surprise, no one argued with him about 
any of his calls!  Thursday was a huge hit with Spirit Day – Mr. Miner orchestrated the event and 
the children engaged in some friendly competition.  Also, the kindergartners enjoyed Dr. Seuss 
Day – I was amazed listening to them read their literary selection (some of my absolute favorites 
including “Hop on Pop” and “Green Eggs and Ham”).  In spite of all the fun events, the rest of 
each school day was orderly and busy, and the students were focused on their work.   

I want to especially spotlight my eighth graders who received the sacrament of Confirmation 
on Tuesday evening.  I know we hear about all the awful things going on the world but our 
children here at Queen of Apostles are receiving such strong Faith formation – because of your 
guidance and love, and the witnessing of our priests and of our teachers.  This will be a source of 
strength for them as they are navigating those difficult high school and college years.  I am so 
proud of our eighth graders and of all of our students.  Keep the second graders in your prayers as 
they will be receiving their First Holy Communion on Saturday. 

Reminder:  Monday is an 11:30 dismissal.  We will be celebrating Grandparents Day 
(wouldn’t you know it – I finally fall into that category and they up and move to North Carolina – 
it would be so much fun to parade the baby around on that day – I am trying all sorts of “guilt 
inducing” strategies with my son to get him up here for the day but he is not buying into any of 
it!). 

Some of our seventh and eighth graders participated in the Diocesan Science Fair this past 
Saturday.  Thank you to Mr. Pelczar and to the parents who spent the day with the students.  This 
is a great experience in not only the follow-through that it takes to produce a successful project but 
also an opportunity to speak with judges – oral presentation is an important component to the 
academic process.  Great job, students! 

 

 

 



 

Please, please, please sign up to help with the International Festival – Mrs. Bonilla does 
an incredible job and she is really counting on your help and support.  The food was amazing 
last year and we ask that you sign up to donate a favorite dish.   

Please support the Book Fair – we use the monies to buy books for the teachers to 
enhance the curriculum objectives and also for the children to have a prolific assortment of 
literature from which to choose.  Books are the best gift in the world! 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  The yearbook order must go out on Monday, May 3.  If 
you plan on ordering a yearbook, the money has to be in on that date.  We do not order 
extras as then the school must absorb the cost if they are not sold. 

 
Never does a day go by when I do not say a prayer of thanks for your support and your kind 

words.  We really do work very hard here – and we do it for your children.  Your understanding 
helps lighten the load and your positive comments brighten our day.  You are the best! 

 

   God bless 

 
             Joanne Yates 
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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL :  The International Festival is almost here!  It will be held Saturday, May 
8, from 12:00 noon to 4:30 p.m.  Loads of rides and activities are planned for the children, the 
international food will be fantastic, and dancers will be performing!  See the Ticket Order Form in this 
week’s Friday Folder�x order in advance and avoid standing in line to buy tickets!  If you have a favorite 
ethnic family recipe, we would love for you to bring it!  See the Food Donation Flyer in this week’s 
Friday Folder for more details.  Volunteers from each class have been asked to help with rides, 
concessions, and games and to sell tickets.  Help is also needed Friday with decorating and setting up 
and on Saturday with setting up, serving, and collecting tickets.  Please contact Cenia Bonilla at 
Columbia_park@comcast.net for more information and to volunteer. 
 

HAITIAN SCHOOL DRIVE COMPLETE :  Thanks to all of you who donated school supplies and toys to 
send to Haiti!  Seven boxes were shipped on behalf of the students at Queen of Apostles Catholic 
School on April 24.  Many thanks to Mary Caballero and her family for coordinating this drive! 
 

PTO  GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION :  The last general PTO meeting of the year will be held 
Thursday, May 20.  Door prizes will be awarded!  We encourage you to attend; this will be your 
opportunity to hear from the various candidates and to cast your very important vote.  Nominations 
must be made by May 6 (that’s next week!).  We’re still looking for candidates!  Several positions have 
no candidates so far; if you have questions about a position, please contact a board member (see 
contacts at the bottom of this page).  To make a nomination or for more information, contact Liliana 
Ward (lward@trustedtranslations.com), Carolyn Fanning (ckley@aol.com), Minh Do (mdo@cox.net), 
Alice Decker (Adecker1@hotmail.com), or Carolyn Flores at (703) 924�r9396. 
 

 
Dates to Remember 

May 3   Grandparents Day, 11:30 dismissal 
May 8   International Festival 
May 20  PTO General Meeting and Election

Final Tally in for Auction 

The Auction committee is pleased to announce that this year’s Masquerade Auction and Gala netted 
$26,452.38!  Another big round of applause to the committee�x Gladis Griffith, Shannon Hines, Rafah 
Masri, Allie Bernardo, Cristina Crowley, Flavia Sampaio, and Kyle Wright�x for their hard work, and to 
the many volunteers who made the event possible.  And special thanks to all who donated and bid 
on Auction items!  Stay tuned for more info about the outdoors projects this money will help fund. 


